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Clean Energy Economy MN (CEEM) develops and supports public policy that promotes the growth of clean
energy jobs and the economic opportunities provided by clean, affordable, and reliable energy. As “the
business voice of clean energy,” CEEM'’s goal is to achieve 100,000 clean energy jobs in Minnesota by 2030
and build a prosperous clean energy economy for all Minnesotans by leveraging opportunities and reducing
barriers to effectively deploy clean energy solutions.

In 2026, CEEM will advance Minnesota’s clean energy leadership by leading and engaging in bipartisan work
to open market opportunities while decarbonizing our economy and embracing emerging clean technologies.
CEEM'’s top priorities include strengthening workforce development and fostering innovation across the
clean energy sector; modernizing and upgrading Minnesota’s grid infrastructure to support a more resilient
and flexible power system; streamlining energy infrastructure and environmental permitting to reduce
barriers and accelerate deployment; and expanding energy efficiency efforts and implementing
decarbonization strategies across the economy.

CEEM will continue to support Minnesota’s clean energy policy proposals and the ongoing implementation
and update of Minnesota’s Climate Action Framework. In addition, CEEM will also pursue the following goals
and actions in 2026:

Clean Energy Policy

Build upon policies encouraging economy-wide decarbonization and market development for clean energy by
reducing and eliminating key barriers.
Action: Support policies to accelerate transmission build-out and grid enhancement.
Action: Deter threats to renewable energy siting and improve permitting processes to expand clean energy deployment,
reduce energy bills, and bolster regional economies.
Action: Support smart load growth while ensuring grid reliability as the state competes for data centers, manufacturing
facilities, and other large load customers.
Action: Support Minnesota in unlocking the potential of carbon-free energy sources to replace fossil fuels, ensuring
clean, firm baseload power.
Action: Advance Minnesota's role in the national clean-energy supply chain by supporting policies that accelerate
responsible mineral development, foster technology partnerships, and position the state as a competitive hub for
processing and manufacturing.
Action: Promote the research and commercialization of virtual power plants and microgrids as a key tool for advancing
resiliency, security, and clean energy solutions.
Action: Support a statewide policy for end-of-life management of energy infrastructure to ensure sustainable industry
practices without causing undue harm to renewable adoption.

Workforce and Innovation

Maintain Minnesota’s competitiveness and access to clean energy solutions, while implementing practical
strategies to address workforce challenges.
Action: Secure funding to expand the Minnesota Energy Alley initiative to strengthen the state’s energy and economic
development future.
Action: Support efforts to maximize existing and sunsetting tax credits and incentives by leveraging state programming
that advances clean technology, family-sustaining jobs, and in-state manufacturing.
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Solar and Energy Storage

Advance market opportunities for solar and energy storage to provide resiliency, security, and cost savings.
Action: Advance cost-effective energy storage that maximizes the existing grid, enhances resiliency, and leverages
innovative technologies to keep energy costs low.

Action: Support consumer protections to ensure ethical business practices and satisfactory customer experience.

Action: Ensure a stable and predictable environment through the development of the new distributed energy resource
programs and protect legacy projects.

Action: Extend and secure funding for Solar*Rewards and other state-wide solar and energy storage incentives.

Action: Reform Minnesota’s solar licensing and project ratio rules to ensure fair and consistent treatment of similar
projects statewide, reduce administrative bottlenecks, and create predictable, transparent processes for project approval.

Clean Transportation and Infrastructure

Rapidly decarbonize Minnesota’s transportation sector across vehicle classes and establish low and zero-carbon
transportation infrastructure.
Action: Support statewide EV charging infrastructure to build a reliable, fast-charging network.
Action: Expand business options for commercial EV fleets by supporting incentives, innovative financing, and accessible
charging solutions.
Action: Educate stakeholders on efforts to implement a clean transportation standard in Minnesota.

Energy Efficiency and Decarbonization

Expand the availability and use of energy efficiency technologies and programs to reduce energy waste, save
businesses and consumers money, and improve the productivity of Minnesota’s economy.
Action: Create and expand opportunities for Energy Savings Performance Contracting (ESPC) to address current barriers
and spur further implementation of energy conservation measures.
Action: Support efforts to modernize building energy codes and standards, including energy optimization, net-zero goals,
building performance standards, grid-interactive buildings, and high-efficiency electric heating and cooling solutions such
as heat pumps and thermal energy networks.
Action: Accelerate industrial decarbonization by expanding low- to medium-heat solutions and advancing a green iron
project through improved electric rates, new incentives, stakeholder collaboration, and early adopter commitments.

Bioenergy

Strengthen Minnesota’s bioenergy sector through resources to expand market opportunities.
Action: Support and educate policymakers on advancing Sustainable Aviation Fuel (SAF) through increased incentives,
market expansion, and ensuring its commercial viability.
Action: Support efforts to increase funding for programs that promote sustainable biomass and emerald ash borer wood
waste, while reducing waste buildup in counties.
Action: Support the expansion of anaerobic digestion projects in Minnesota while addressing barriers to accelerate
project development timelines.
Action: Support full funding for the AGRI Bioincentive Program to meet the demand for advancing Minnesota’s
advanced biofuel commercialization.
Action: Support efforts to expand E15 market access and infrastructure to increase the use of higher biofuel blends
statewide.
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